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DOLAN FAMILY LAND RECORDS IN SEEGRONAN TOWNLAND 
 
The first documentary mention of the Dolan family in Seegronan Townland is in connection 
with the 1828 Tithe Applotment Survey for Termonamongan Parish.  In this context, tithes were 
a form of income tax on land that was paid for the upkeep of the local Anglican parish.  Prior to 
1823, it was possible to pay them in kind, rather than in money.  But in 1823, an Act was passed 
that mandated that Tithes be paid in cash and that Tithe surveys be carried out in each parish 
to assess the income due on each piece of land. 
 
A copy of the relevant page from the Survey conducted on behalf of the vestry of the Anglican 
Parish of Termonamongan is shown below.  Seegronan Townland is listed in the middle of the 
page and there are four major groupings of tenants on the land, with the following acreage 
(measured in Irish or Plantation acres, which were about 1.62 times larger than the statute acre 
used in England).  At the time of the Tithe Applotment Survey, the land in question was leased 
by the Anglican Diocese of Derry (which owned the land) to Henry Jeremiah Smith.  The persons 
named in the figure below as “landholders” were tenants, not land owners. 
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The following table recapitulates the relevant data for Seegronan Townland. 
 

Number Name of Tenants Acreage (Irish) Acreage (Statute) 
1 Manus Crossin and partners 215 acres, 1 rood, 23 perches 348.7 acres 
2 John Doalin and partners 150 acres, 3 roods, 11 perches 244.3 acres 
3 Owen Glackin and partners 168 acres, 3 roods, 2 perches 273.4 acres 
4 Patt and Marcus Meaghan 59 acres, 2 roods, 20 perches 96.6 acres 

 
As can be seen from this information, John Dolan was at the head of one of the major tenancies 
in Seegronan in 1828.  The John Dolan mentioned in the Tithe Applotment Survey is probably 
the father of the John Dolan who was born in 1803, since it is unlikely that he would be the lead 
tenant for several partners at age 25. 
 
The next major survey of tenants on Seegronan Townland was during the 1859 Griffith's 
Valuation for County Tyrone. The tenant listing can be viewed at the Griffith’s website:  
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation/.  A copy of the map of Seegronan Townland, 
dividing it into 14 lots, is shown below. 
 

 

http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation/
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The tenant listing for Seegronan Townland shows three lots that were being farmed by Dolans 
(with the following acreages, given in statute acres): 
• Lot #3:  William Dolan is listed as the tenant for 36 acres, 2 roods, and 15 perches of land, 

office, and house.  The value of the lands in this holding was given as 6 pounds, 15 shillings. 
• Lot #11:  This lot has three joint tenants for 143 acres and 20 perches of land, each with his 

own house:  John Dolan (Lot #11a), George Dolan (Lot #11b), and Patrick Dolan (Lot #11c).  
The interests belonging to John and George Dolan are valued identically at 5 pounds, 5 
shillings; the interest of Patrick Dolan is valued at 4 pounds, 10 shillings.  This would be 
equivalent to a 35 percent, 35 percent, and 30 percent division of interests among the 
three. 

• Lot #12:  This lot has three joint tenants for 99 acres, 1 rood, and 10 perches of land, office, 
and houses:  Arthur Dolan (Lot #12a), Thomas Meehan (Lot #12b), and Miles Meehan 
(interest only in land; no house).  The value of the land in the holdings of Arthur Dolan and 
Thomas Meehan was 4 pounds for each; the land interest of Miles Meehan was valued at 1 
pound, 10 shillings.  This is roughly equivalent to a 42 percent, 42 percent, 16 percent ratio. 

 
From family oral history, it is known that William Dolan came into the tenancy of Lot #3 by 
marriage to Margaret McGuire, who was the widow of a previous tenant. 
 
A comparison of the acreages in the 1828 Title Applotment Survey and the 1859 Griffith’s 
Valuation shows a strong correspondence between the 244.3 statute acres in the holdings of 
“John Doalin and partners” in 1828 and the combined 242.4 acres in Lots #11 and #12 in 1859 
being farmed in whole or in part by Dolans.   
 

Moreover, the lot boundary between Lots #11 
and #12 shows a very odd division of the set of 
the principal dwellings for the two lots, which are 
separated by perhaps 20 feet across the lot 
boundary line, as shown in the detail to the left.  
It would seem logical that all these buildings 
would have been constructed for a combined 
unit of land, perhaps because the underlying 
geology (marked as “The Rock”) provided a good 
foundation for dwellings in land that otherwise 
had considerable acreage of bog.   
 
For these reasons, it seems quite likely that the 
partners of John Dolan in 1828 included his 
brothers and members of the Meehan family. 
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After completion of the 1859 Valuation, the UK government in Ireland maintained a set of 
Valuation Revision Books that tracked changes in tenants and in conditions on the land.  These 
books would track changes for several years, and then a new set of books would be produced, 
in which further changes were noted.  For the counties in Northern Ireland, these Valuation 
Revision books are kept in the Public Records Office of Northern Ireland, which has digitized 
them and made them available on the internet. 
  
The 1860-1863 Valuation Revision Book for the lands in Seegronan Townland shows a few 
changes from the 1859 baseline valuation. (See Valuation Revision Books for County Tyrone, 
Electoral Division of Killeter, 1860-1863, pages 18-21. Online at the Public Records Office of 
Northern Ireland at http://apps.proni.gov.uk/Val12B/Search.aspx, PRONI Reference 
VAL/12/B/35/14A.) 
• Lot #3:  The lot for this tenancy by William Dolan was slightly revised upwards to 37 acres, 3 

rods, and 35 perches of house and land.  No date given for the revision. 
• Lot #4:  In 1862, William Dolan took over from Michael and Frederick Smith as the 

immediate lessor for James Maguire for this lot of 5 acres and 10 perches of house and 
land. 

• Lot #11:  In 1862, the tenancy interest of Patrick Dolan on this lot was divided and 
transferred.  The interest in the house on Lot #11c, along with the equivalent of two-thirds 
of the value of Patrick’s land interest, was transferred to Margaret Dolan (perhaps his 
widow).  The remaining third of Patrick’s land interest, consisting solely of an interest in 
land, was transferred to Edward Skeagh (known in other records as Edward Skey). 

• Lot #12:  In 1862, the tenancy interest of Arthur Dolan to his share of the land and his house 
in this lot was transferred to Edward Skeagh.  The size of the lot was also revised upwards, 
to 100 acres, 10 perches (with no corresponding increase in valuation, so likely a resurvey of 
some type). 

 
These changes show the economic success that William Dolan was having, and Edward Skeagh 
was the husband of Alice Dolan, the daughter of Arthur Dolan in Lot #12.  It would seem that 
Patrick Dolan did not have children who could take over his land when he and his wife passed 
away. 
 
The 1864-1879 Valuation Revision Book for these lands shows a number of further changes. 
(See Valuation Revision Books for County Tyrone, Electoral Division of Killeter, 1864-1879, 
pages 21-23. Online at the Public Records Office of Northern Ireland at 
http://apps.proni.gov.uk/Val12B/Search.aspx, PRONI Reference VAL/12/B/35/14B.) 
• Lot #3:  In 1867, Michael Logue (previously the tenant in Lots #1 and 2 of Seegronan 

Townland), took over as the immediate lessor to William Dolan in Lot #3, from Michael and 
Frederick Smith.  There was no change to the land or its valuation. 

http://apps.proni.gov.uk/Val12B/Search.aspx
http://apps.proni.gov.uk/Val12B/Search.aspx
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• Lot #4:  William Dolan continued as the immediate lessor for James Maguire for this lot.  In 
1877, the house on this lot was removed from the valuation, and the lot became solely a 
land tenancy. 

• Lot #11:  In December 1867, the interest that had passed to Margaret Dolan in 1862 was 
transferred to Edward Skeagh.  He now held the entire interest once held by Patrick Dolan. 

• Lot #12:  In 1877, the tenancy interest in this lot and house that had belonged to Thomas 
Meehan transferred to Henry Meehan.  In 1879, the interest that had belonged to Miles 
Meehan transferred to Owen McCann, and a house (designated as Lot #12c) was added to 
this share of the interest.  The size of the lot was again modified, to 96 acres, 3 rods, and 30 
perches (unclear whether this revision was in 1877 and 1879).  Also, in 1879, Edward 
Skeagh increased the size of his interest in this lot (to 56 percent of the total value) while 
that of Henry Meehan became less (down to 26 percent).  Since there were no ongoing 
interests by Dolans in this land, further sections of this paper will not discuss Lot #12. 

 
The 1880-1881 Valuation Revision Book for these lands shows no changes. (See Valuation 
Revision Books for County Tyrone, Electoral Division of Killeter, 1880-1881, pages 30 and 33. 
Online at the Public Records Office of Northern Ireland at 
http://apps.proni.gov.uk/Val12B/Search.aspx, PRONI Reference VAL/12/B/35/14C.) 
 
The 1882-1894 Valuation Revision Book for these lands shows a number of changes, including 
the introduction of a distinction between two individuals named John Dolan. (See Valuation 
Revision Books for County Tyrone, Electoral Division of Killeter, 1864-1879, pages 26 and 28. 
Online at the Public Records Office of Northern Ireland at 
http://apps.proni.gov.uk/Val12B/Search.aspx, PRONI Reference VAL/12/B/35/14D.) 
• Lot #3:  In 1886, the interest of William Dolan in this lot was transferred to John Dolan.  In 

1888, an additional description of “(Wm.)” was added after his name, perhaps to distinguish 
him from another John Dolan (see discussion of Lot #11b, below).   This John Dolan is almost 
certainly the son of John Dolan and Margaret McKane.  When William Dolan died in 1896, 
the informant present at his death was not a son named John Dolan but a nephew, John 
Dolan of Seegronan Townland.  Since only two nephews with that name are known, and the 
other was listed, beginning in 1888 as “John Dolan (Catherine),” there is strong support for 
the assignment of this John Dolan as the son of John Dolan and Margaret McKane. 

• Lot #4:  In 1888, the position of William Dolan as the immediate lessor for James Maguire 
for this lot was taken by “John Dolan (Wm.)”.   

• Lot #11a:  In 1888, the interest of John Dolan in his part of Lot #11 passed to Margaret 
Dolan. 

• Lot #11b:  In 1884, the interest of George Dolan in his part of Lot #11 was transferred to 
Catherine Dolan.  In 1886, this interest passed to John Dolan.  In 1888, an additional 
descriptor of “(Catherine)” was added to this description of interest, perhaps to distinguish 
this John Dolan from the one with an interest in Lots #3 and 4. 

http://apps.proni.gov.uk/Val12B/Search.aspx
http://apps.proni.gov.uk/Val12B/Search.aspx
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• Lot #11c:  In 1886, the house that was previously part of Edward Skeagh’s interest in this lot 
was removed from the valuation, leaving only an interest in land.  Edward Skeagh was 
resident in Aughamore Townland, just across a small stream from Lot #11. 

 
The 1894-1915 Valuation Revision Book for these lands shows that John Dolan (the son of John 
Dolan and Margaret McKane) left Seegronan Townland in about 1903 (consistent with him not 
being enumerated there in the 1911 Census of Ireland), while the John Dolan who was the son 
of George and Catherine Dolan continued to live in the townland. Valuation Revision Books for 
County Tyrone, Electoral Division of Killeter, 1894-1915, pages 28 and 31. Online at the Public 
Records Office of Northern Ireland at http://apps.proni.gov.uk/Val12B/Search.aspx, PRONI 
Reference VAL/12/B/35/14E. 
• Lot #3:  In 1903, the tenancy of John Dolan to this lot was transferred to Charles Logue, and 

in 1908, the tenancy was transferred again to Charles Lunny, similar to Lot #4.  
• Lot #4:  In 1895, the subtenancy of James Maguire to this 5-acre lot was cancelled and the 

tenancy is shown as being that of “John Dolan (Wm.)” with the immediate lessor being 
Michael and Frederick Smith.  In 1903, the tenancy of John Dolan to this lot was transferred 
to Charles Logue, and in 1908, the tenancy was transferred again to Charles Lunny, similar 
to Lot #3. 

• Lot #11a:  In 1895, the interest of Margaret Dolan in his part of Lot #11 passed to John 
Dolan.  In 1903, this interest passed to Joseph Skey and in 1910, it passed to Mary E. Duffy. 

• Lot #11b:  The interest of “John Dolan (Catherine)” in this part of Lot #11 was unchanged 
during 1894-1915. 

• Lot #11c:  In 1910, the interest of Edward Skeagh in his land in Lot #11 was equally divided 
between Joseph Skey and Mary E. Duffy (Edward’s grandchildren).  

 
The 1915-1929 Valuation Revision Book for these lands shows the transfer of interest of John 
Dolan (son of George and Catherine Dolan) to his nephew, Charles McPeake.  Also, in 1921, the 
immediate lessor of Lot #11 changed from Michael and Frederick Smith to Fitzhugh A. Smith.  
Valuation Revision Books for County Tyrone, Electoral Division of Killeter, 1915-1929, page 54. 
Online at the Public Records Office of Northern Ireland at 
http://apps.proni.gov.uk/Val12B/Search.aspx, PRONI Reference VAL/12/B/35/14F. 
• Lot #11a:  The interest of Mary E. Duffy in this part of Lot #11 was unchanged from 1915-

1929. 
• Lot #11b:  The interest of “Jno Dolan (Cathe)” in this part of Lot #11 was transferred to 

Charles McPeake in 1920. 
• Lot #11c:  The interests of Joseph Skey and Mary E. Duffy in this part of Lot #11 was 

unchanged from 1915-1929.   Note that Joseph’s name is spelled Joseph Skeagh in the 
records of other lots in Seegronan Townland. 

 

http://apps.proni.gov.uk/Val12B/Search.aspx
http://apps.proni.gov.uk/Val12B/Search.aspx

